GENEALOGY OF THOMAS FISH OF PORTSMOUTH ,RHODE ISLAND.
‘8ee New York Gen.,and Biog.,Record,Vol.,53.)

In the early settlement of the English colonies in America,there were
at teast eight individual immigrants,bearing the name of Fish,who set-
tled themselves during the seventeenth century,in different localities
and became the progenitors of the numerous families of that name which
%tithe present time are widely scattered through many states of the
Union.
These eight were Jonathan,John and Nathaniel Fisgh,among the first comers
in 1837 ,to Sandwich on Cape Cod,and who received grants of land there,
in the firat distribution in 1640 THOMAS FISH,who received a grant of
land in Portsmouth,R.I.,in 1643 and who died there in 1687; William
Fish who was of w1ndaor Conn,in 1642 and as late as 1675; Jonn Fish
. who was living in COnnecticut in 1651,probably at letherafield or Strat-
- ford,and was afterwards of Mystic,in the town of Stonington,where he
“died about 1689; Joseph Fish of Stamford Conn. ,as early as 1651.and a
‘soldier in the Great Swamp fight at Kingston R.I.,in 1676; and Edward
" Fish of Talbot County,Md.,prior to 1669,and who died in 1696.
There was also a Gabriel Figh of Exeter and Boston,Mass. ,between 1639
and 1646,engaged temporarily in the fisheries. Butjit is believed that
he did not take root in this soil. Several children were born to him in
}hi; country,wh® died at an early age,and he returned to his native
and.

=
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hree earliest comers of the above,Jonathan,John and Nathaniel were

ers and scarcely more than boys. Jonathan,the eldest,was only

twenty-one years of age in 1637. They were sons of Thomaa Fish

" #dgenock Park in Warwickshire,and grandsons of John and Margaret
?ish of Great Bowden in Leicaatershire. William Fieh of Windsor,Conn.,

‘'was a cousin of the three above named,being a grandson of John and Mar-
garet through their eldest son,Augustine. He was of about the same age

" as Jonathan but seems to have come to this land at a later date. The
other cousins,grandsons of the same John and Margaret,of Great Bowden,

- Through their daughter Alice,who had married Robert Fish of Market Har-
borough ,probably of a nearly related collateral branch of the family,
were THOMAS FISH,who settled at Portsmouth,R.I.,and John Fish of Mystic,
Gonn..(stonington) These 8ix cousins were of a family which for several

- generations had lived in the parish of Great Bowden in Leicestershire,

- and in other near by parishes in that county and Northamptonshire.

P Although the records of consecutive generations are lacking previous

 to the introduction of the parish registers,it would seem that the Fish

- family were numerous in Yorkshire for three and a half centuries,at

least ,prior thereto.

" (One member of the Fish family in Ohio said he did not care to trace the

" family further back than the time when they lost their fins and tails

and began to live on dry land!)

The earliest record we have of a person of he name of Fish,in England

is that of Yvo Fisch,about the year 1300 ,when he was a tanant of lands

~ and meadow "in the territory of Huntwick“ in Yorkshire,kc. (Here follows
n"atory of different men by the name of Fyshe Fische,Fish ,&¢)

- We are now brought down to the beginning of the aixteenth century,at

- which time we find Edward Fyshe,of Harborow,the first member of the

‘family residing in the parish of Great Bowden,of whom we have record.

‘He was contemporary with Richard Fysh and Rutland Fysh of Baybrook and

ronly four miles distant. In September 1508,the location of the tenement



of Edward Fyshe i1s mentioned in the parish record as lying on the né
erly side of a messuage in Haverburgh belonging to William Marchalls
Here comes a gap of two or perhaps three,generations,between "Eg rd
Fysh of Harborow" and the earliest known and identified ancestor of
the early immigrants to New England,"John Fyshe of Great Bowden". But
there were,doubtless,dwelling in the parish in the interim,some of
Edward's children and grandchildren,who constituted the missing lin
As a rule in the old Catholic days,the Fishes were loyal and faithf
supporters of the Roman Church,and many of them entered the Priesthood
and became members of the religious houses. After the eatabliahmant_,i
the English Church on the protestant basis by King Henry VIII,the
Fishes easily adjusted their religious life to the new conditiona.aa.ﬂ
in the parish of Great Bowden every generation furnished its due share
of Church wardens and officials. The parish registers began in the
1559 ,and contain more than two hundred entries of Baptisms,marriages
burials,relating to more than six generations of the family.coming d
to the 1atter half of the nineteenth century. The present vicar of
Bowden church told recent visitors (1901) that he had never been ac
ed with any of the family,as the last one bearing the name had died
few years before he came to the parish in 1888. ;
The ancestral line as now certainly known begine with John Fyshe of
Great Bowden,who was born,probably,not far from 15585. (There is a Sur-
mise that John's father,Augustine,buried Jan.26 1579/80.)
He was of the yeoman class and he married Margaret,whose maiden ne
may have been Cradock. The record of ‘their marriage is ndt found .
parish,but their children were baptized there,most of the childre
ried,and their families are accounted for in the wills of John and Ma:
garet. Thomas ,the third son of John,was the father of Jonathan John
Nathaniel,of Cape Cod.

Baptisms of John and Margaret Fyshe.

1578 ,Augustyne,ll June 1589 ,Mary,20 Dec.
1580/1 William,9 March. 1591,Elizabeth,15 Nov.
1582 ;Katheryn,15 April. 1583 ,Francis,29 Oct.
1584 ,Thomeas ,8 May. 1586 ,Anne,2 June.

1597 ,ALICE,6 Nov. _ 1599 ,Mary,8 Dec.

1601/3 John ,36 Jan.

In the more populous section of the parish of Great Bowden,and conten
porary with the first namee John Fishe,was Thomas Fish of Market He
rough. He was also probably a deaoendant of Edward Fysh of Harborow .
He may have been a brother of John of Great Bowden,or perhaps a cous:
These relationships are suggested by the fact that the name Austin we
given to one of Thomas's sons,a name so often used in the family in
other form,Augustine.

Another son of Thomas,ROEERT ,sometimes styled "mercer" ,married ALIOE
FISH,a daughter of John and Margaret of Great Bowden. =
The regiaters of Market Harborough give the records of two geqeratio»w
of this branch of the family. The children of Robert and Alice were
also the grand-children of John and Margaret and these records may there
fore be appropriately introduced at this point.






